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one inlet and another, even if the result is, as in the case of
the Lynn Canal, to give Russia a strip over 100 miles wide,
and even if it is utterly impossible to draw such a line 34^
miles back parallel with those inlets." If, however, previous
negotiations and events were to be referred to, he showed
that the United States Government themselves had again
and again denied Russia's rights of sovereignty to this strip
of land at dates before their own purchase of Alaska. In truths
" Russia did not desire any part of the mainland as a sub-
stantive territory, but only as a means of support to her
settlements of the islands."
With regard to the vexed question of the " mountains/5
he said, ** The British case is that the line of mountains was
c defined/ but notc identified,5 and nothing further could be
done in an unsurveyed country. The British view is that the
mountains might be nearer than ten marine leagues from the
sea, but the strip of coast was not to exceed ten leagues in
breadth. It was not the mountains which were to be the
boundary, but the line along the summits, so long as their
distance from the coast should not exceed ten marine leagues.
My friends object to the line of mountains suggested, but
offer no alternative. They actually suggest that there are no
mountains to satisfy the treaty ; and this is in a country
where it is impossible to go far in any direction without
coming across a mountain or a mountain pass.35 So far, he
argued, from being a dearth of mountains, there was an
embarrassing richness of them. As to the artificial construc-
tion put by the American counsel on the word e* coast/* to
mean the literal edge of all the inlets, however deep or nar-
row, he said, " The language of the treaty must be con-
strued according to the ordinary rules of language. The
treaty speaks for itself, and it is clear thatc coast3 means tlie
edge of the ocean. The * ten marine leagues * was to be from
the ocean. . . . The usual sense of6 ocean * is the vast body
of water separating continents, and is entirely out of place in
connection with an inlet, a river, or an estuary. A look at
the map shows the utter impracticability of drawing a line
parallel to the sinuosities as interpreted by my learned
friends." "Why/ 'said Carson, pointing to wards the direction